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All’s tair

Ciara Leeming took her camera to
this year’s Appleby Horse Fair in
Cumbria, attended by 60,000 people

For travelling families it's an annual pilgrimage to
spend valued time with friends and relatives. For
teenage girls it's a chance to dress up in their finery
and meet potential boyfriends and husbands. And
for curious tourists it’s a celebration of Gypsy and
Traveller culture — one of the most maligned and
misunderstood communities in Britain.

It's more than 300 years since Appleby Horse Fair
was awarded a royal charter, and today the small
Cumbrian town hosts the largest such festival in the
country — with up to 60,000 people visiting in a week.

While horse trading remains a key part of the event
— with animals brought to the river every day to be
washed and shown off to potential buyers — modern-
day Appleby represents much more besides.

Expansion has changed the character of the fair and
travelling people are now outnumbered by non-
gypsies, traders and daytrippers. The challenge now
is to protect the soul of a gathering that many Gypsies
and Travellers consider to be their own. @
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