= 3ame is frozen out
by poor maths

= Players didn't know if
they had won or not

EXCLLUSIVE
CIARA LEEMING

LOTTERY scraccheard
has been withdrawn from

sale  becmse  players
coueldn't understand .
The Cool Cash game -

Esnehied an Hl:llfld.i.l_'.' 1y Cam-
elat - was taken out of shops
vestepday afier some players
Tailed 1o grasp whether or not
thiey haad wai.

o win & prize, players had o
scratch away a window o re-
ved 8 temperstuse lower than
the figure displayed on each
card, As the game lad & wimer
theme, the tempersure was
usually below freczing.

But the concept of sompar-
fng negative nombers proved
rod diffsewd for soase — Canselo
received diogens of complains
on the firs day from players
o could mor understand bow,
for exansple, -5 i higher tham -6,

Tina Farrefl, from Leven-
shulme, called Carebor afver
failine vo win with several cards,

The ziyear-old, who said
ahe left schoaol withowr a

Lotto card left punters
scratching their heads

sabd: "0 ome of my cards i sasd
[ had 1w fnd 1emperaaees
lwer than -B. The numbers |
umcoverad wepre -5 and -7 w0 1
thoughit [ lad won, and so did
the woman in the shop. B
wisen she seanned the card, the
machine sadd | hadn's

*I phoned Camelot and they
fobbed me ofl with scae story
that -6 s higher - not lower -
thian -8 but D not having fe

*1 think Camelor are giving
people the wrong in-
pression - the eard

doesnt say to look for o wort, tdyvear-olds, and we
a colder or warmer and so did would expect them o
Deperatiee, o save b come across it be-
to Jook for a higher or - Tthe fare.

lower pumber. 3ixBa  ywoman In "The comcept of
kower number than enaller mumbers s

eight, [magine how

many  pecple  hawe
Been misled.”
A Camelot  spokesondan

said the game was withdrawn
alter reports some plavers hed
not underseeod i

She said: “The instructions
for plasing the Cool Cash
scratcheard are clear and are
printed on each card and i the
game procedures svailable a
each reqailer. However, because
af the povenzial for player con-
fusion we heve withdrawn the
game."

More than 15m adulis in Bri-
rain have poor muser-
wy -

‘| thought |

the shop'

, C'.:FLD COMFORT Tina Farrellwith
the Caal Cash scratcheard whinch
didn't hawe the winning formula

What do you think?
Have your say at:
anchestereveningnews.co.uk

the equivalent af a G or below at
GCSE maths - which s almost
three tiemes more than the num-
ber with poor liveracy skills, ac-
mrﬁuu:'g o the povermment’s
SLills fror Life survey.

Peter Hall, of tse Association
af Teachers of Mathematics,
said: “The concept of minus
mimbers 5 something
we wolld cover with 1 or

comething some people
da seem bo strugele with
Seven is clearly smaller than
eipht, g0 they Boeus on ther and
dion't really see the minus sign.
There is also a subtle difference
in language berseen smaller -
ar lower - and colder.

"There have always been
some people wha find num-
bers and basic nathematics
difficuls. Maybe in the
st i was less notiee-
able because people
could And  jobs
they couwld excel
in withsour hay-
img qualifics-
Bans in
maths.”




